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PTMOF Team 

1.0 Introduction 

This report provides an overview of the 4th Made in Africa International Exhibition, which 

took place on May 17th and 18th, 2024. Organized by PTMOF, the exhibition was held in 

downtown Toronto and attracted participants from various countries, including Kenya, 

Uganda, the USA, Tanzania, Ghana, South Africa, Nigeria, and Canada. The attendees 

comprised a diverse group of experts, including entrepreneurs, policymakers, activists, 

scholars, artists, and designers. The event also attracted new-comers. 

 

The event, themed “Buy Africa For Africa,” aimed to promote African-made products and 

services on the international stage. It highlighted Africa as a continent rich in innovation 

and opportunity. The exhibition showcased Africa's cultural diversity and heritage, 

emphasizing the potential for partnerships, networking, business ventures, and 

exploration. It also facilitated discussions on economic and developmental cooperation 

among the participants. 

 

The event was structured into two main sessions. The first session was the exhibition, 

where various products were displayed. The second session included business seminars, 

where different speakers shared their experiences and insights with the attendees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

2.0 Day One 

2.1 Opening Ceremony 

The exhibition was inaugurated by Ms. Solome Nanvule, the CEO of PTMOF. In her 

opening remarks, she warmly welcomed all guests to Canada and to the event. Ms. 

Nanvule reiterated the exhibition’s objective and expressed her delight at the presence of 

international exhibitors who enriched the event’s cultural heritage. She acknowledged the 

community leaders for fostering opportunities to share cultural diversity, noting that such 

a unique coexistence is rare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Nanvule extended her gratitude to Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 

(IRCC) special events team and the Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP), Hon. 

Arifvirani, for their support in facilitating international travel, which was crucial for the 

event’s success. She also thanked the community and religious leaders for their backing 

of the Made in Africa event, highlighting their contribution through the complementary 

Gospel festival organized alongside the exhibition. 

 

Concluding her speech, the CEO wished all participants a wonderful stay and officially 

declared the event open. She then invited everyone to enjoy a sumptuous breakfast. 

2.2 The Exhibition 

The exhibition featured a diverse array of products and services from various regions, 

offering a rich tapestry of cultural and creative expressions. Among the showcased items 
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were traditional dishes, crafts, African fabric (Kitenge), art, design, paintings, and 

performances of traditional dance and drama by international delegates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

Participants had the opportunity to engage with exhibitors, discussing the unique aspects 

of their displays and exploring the stories and traditions behind each item. This interactive 

environment fostered meaningful exchanges and deeper appreciation of the showcased 

products and services. 

 

2.3 Recognition of International Exhibitors and Delegates 

This session was dedicated to acknowledging the international delegates and highlighting 

their showcased offerings. Each exhibitor was recognized, and their contributions to the 

exhibition were celebrated, providing an overview of the diverse array of products and 

services on display. 

 

Additionally, this session offered non-exhibitors a platform to share the opportunities they 

were seeking, fostering an environment of collaboration and networking. This allowed 

participants to connect over potential partnerships and explore mutually beneficial 

ventures, enhancing the overall experience and impact of the event. 

 

2.4 Employment Literacy 

This session was designed to participants about employment opportunities in Canada. 

Facilitated by experts from PCPI, the session provided attendees with valuable coaching 

on resume preparation and self-preparation for job opportunities. The team of experts 

also shared information about available short and long courses that could help attendees 

pursue the right career path in Canada. 
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Mr Kawuki Desire speaking at the event 

PCPI team 

 

 

 

 

Following the presentations, a question-and-answer session was held, allowing 

participants to engage directly with the experts. The session was well-received, with 

attendees finding it highly informative and beneficial for their career development in 

Canada. 

 

2.5 Immigration Session 

This session focused on the processes and considerations for settling in Canada, 

complementing the information shared in the Employment Literacy session. Facilitated by 

Mr. Desire Kawuki, the session provided attendees with a detailed walkthrough of the 

asylum-seeking process for newcomers, emphasizing the importance of gathering the 

correct evidence for their cases. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Kawuki also highlighted the significance of education in enhancing employment 

prospects and encouraged participants to volunteer in fields related to their disciplines. 

Volunteering, he noted, not only builds relevant experience but also helps in establishing 

valuable connections within their professional communities. 

 

 

 

 



6 | P a g e  
 

The Planet group joined by Nandujja dancing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.6 Cultural Dances 

The day concluded with vibrant cultural dance performances, showcasing the diverse 

dances from various African tribes. These performances were presented by the Neema 

Children’s Project, an organization dedicated to demonstrating Africa’s rich cultural 

heritage through dance and drama. 

 

The Planet Group from Uganda also performed, presenting a variety of dance styles that 

communicated different moods and situations. Delegates were invited to immerse 

themselves in the energy and rigor of the dances, enjoying a captivating display of Africa’s 

dynamic cultural expressions. 
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3.0 Day Two 

3.1 Business and celebrating African day 

The session began with a continuation of showcasing businesses and celebrating African 

day and heritage. Friends of Africa shared insights into the continent's natural beauty, 

wildlife, and the warmth of its people. This session was open to the community, providing 

a valuable opportunity for attendees to learn about and connect with African history and 

culture. 

 

Delegates were thrilled to interact with the community, valuing the diverse perspectives 

and experiences that offered unique opportunities for social and economic collaboration. 

This exchange fostered a deeper understanding and appreciation of Africa's rich cultural 

heritage and potential. It also highlighted ways to enhance collaboration with North 

America by leveraging the strengths of diversity. 
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Hajji Bakaluba speaking at the event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 Investment Workshop 

This session aimed to equip participants with knowledge about investment opportunities 

in Canada and Africa. Facilitated by Hajji Bakaluba, a renowned real estate developer, 

the workshop encouraged participants to value small beginnings. Hajji Bakaluba shared 

his personal journey from immigrant to successful real estate developer and international 

speaker, now supporting immigrants in planning for retirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He offered valuable insights on investments, emphasizing the importance of saving and 

effective credit management. Hajji Bakaluba motivated participants by asserting that his 
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CEO PTMOF closing the 4th Made in Africa Exhibition 

The lessons from the business 

and investment sessions were 

very insightful, Timothy  

I am excited about the business 

opportunity that this meeting has opened 

up for me. I was able to connect to a 

market in South Africa, Faith  

We need such exhibitions to 

connect us to the world. It was 

Very innovative and well-organized 

exhibition. I have a business meeting with 

one of the participants I met at the event – I 

achievements are attainable for anyone who adheres to these principles. The subsequent 

Q&A session addressed various concerns, leaving all participants appreciative and more 

informed about investment strategies. 

 

4.0 Closing Ceremony 

The closing ceremony, blessed by the CEO of PTMOF, was a brief yet heartfelt conclusion 

to the event. She expressed gratitude to the delegates, participants, and speakers for 

their invaluable contributions to the success of the event. Looking ahead, she announced 

that the overwhelming success of this year's exhibition promises an even larger 5th Made 

in Africa Conference in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In her closing remarks, she extended her best wishes for safe travels to all participants 

returning to their destinations. With that, she officially declared the 4th Made in Africa 

Exhibition closed, marking the end of a memorable and impactful event. 

 

5.0 Feedback from some participants 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 


